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Sarasota County Loves Tourists

              
      March 19, 2024
      

                      
Visit Sarasota County is the not for profit corporation that promotes tourism for all of Sarasota County. Learn more about who we are and what we do.


        
              
            Tourism: One of the World’s Largest Industries
Sarasota County has it all: stunning beaches and sunsets that will take your breath away, lively festivals throughout the year, a vibrant arts and culture scene that rivals big cities, outdoor adventures for every taste, a variety of shops and restaurants to explore, and attractions for all ages. Sarasota County is the ultimate tourism destination. The tourists who flock to this area generate a huge amount of economic impact, spending billions of dollars in our region and paying taxes on lodging in the area. We like to call this "heads in beds." 

Many people in Sarasota County depend on tourism for their livelihoods. For every 92 visitors who come to enjoy the beaches, parks, museums and other attractions, one local job is supported. This could be a small business owner, a chef, a waiter, a hospitality staff member or someone else who works in the tourism industry. The county also benefits from the 6% Tourist Development Tax (TDT) that is charged on lodging stays under six months. This tax helps fund projects and programs that enhance the quality of life for residents and visitors alike.

Below are a few of our most recent stats from CY2023 (January 2023-December 2023). Sarasota County saw 3,207,000 visitors during this time which is a decrease of -1.2% (39,900 visitors) over the prior year:
 
	Visitors to the region spent over $2.7 billion on various goods and services during their stay in direct expenditures. This amount covers lodging, dining, shopping, entertainment, attractions, groceries, transportation and other costs.

	Tourism dollars have a ripple effect on the economy, creating jobs, income and tax revenue. The total economic impact of tourism in the region was $4.47 billion in the last year. This includes not only the direct spending by visitors, but also the indirect and induced spending by households and businesses that benefit from tourism activity.

	The number of rooms booked for overnight stays reached more than 3.3 million. This is called the room nights metric, which measures the demand for paid lodging.

	One of the benefits of tourism in Sarasota County is that it reduces the tax burden on local residents. The taxes paid by visitors to the county amount to $822 per household in savings. This means that without tourism, each household would have to pay $822 more in taxes to maintain the same level of public services and infrastructure. Tourism is a vital source of revenue for the county and its residents.
 


Check out some highlights from Quarter 1, Fiscal Year 2024 and Fiscal Year 2023.
[image: TDT One Sheeter CY23 ]What is the Tourism Development Tax?
The Tourist Development Tax (TDT) is a tax paid on room nights. Residents of Sarasota County do not contribute to the TDT and Visit Sarasota County is not funded by any other tax imposed on residents. 
Only a portion of the TDT is designated to marketing and promotion of Sarasota County. In fact, it is only just under a third. The remaining amount is used for beach maintenance, beach renourishment, capital projects and events, and other drivers of tourism. 
Here is a full breakdown: 
·       30% Promotion and marketing
·       24% Beach maintenance
·       16% Sports Stadium
·       10% Beach Renourishment
·       10% Aquatic Nature Center
·       10% Arts
[image: TDT One Sheeter CY23 ] 
Who is Visit Sarasota County?
Visit Sarasota County is the not for profit corporation that promotes tourism for all of Sarasota County.  Sarasota County contracts with Visit Sarasota County to provide tourism marketing.  Its mission is to make Sarasota County the must experience destination on Florida’s Gulf Coast. 
What's That Mean?
We work with an annual budget of just over $6 million (Tourism Development Tax and private sector funds) to promote and attract visitors to the destination. We target markets across the world using a combination of advertising, public relations, website content and social media. 
These markets include Atlanta, Baltimore, Chicago, Columbus, Toronto, United Kingdom, Germany and many more. We are constantly using the latest research to tell us when and where to target and with what message. For example, our efforts in January might be more focused to our UK market looking to escape the winter winds, whereas our summer message might be more family-oriented and targeted to our Floridian drive-market. 
To extend our money further, we often partner with other local destination marketing organizations, such as the Bradenton Area Convention and Visitor's Bureau and VISIT FLORIDA.
We also weekly update our blog with all kinds of creative and seasonal information. Read the latest entry here.

Visit Sarasota County also strives to be an advocate for responsible tourism. We recognize that while tourism is vital and the largest economic factor in our destination, creating thousands of jobs, it also puts a strain on our traffic and beaches. We strive to educate visitors on keeping our beaches clean and utilizing alternative forms of transportation, and also to be a source of information for visitors and locals alike in the event of an environmental episode, such as red tide or a hurricane. Check out our "Leveraging Google” webinar.
 
 
 
Beyond Marketing
Visit Sarasota County also has a sales and partnership team that works with meeting planners and event organizers 365 days a year. The sales team books millions of dollars in group business. This includes motorcoach, business, international and leisure groups. Additionally, Visit Sarasota County is a partnership-based organization and is required to raise 10% of our budget from community partners, such as hotels, restaurants and tourism-based businesses. We actively work within the community to establish and maintain these relationships.

The Sarasota County Sports Commission is another division of Visit Sarasota County, which solely focuses on generating visitation through sporting events. We attract everything from youth baseball tournaments to world championships. Several tournaments hold their events year over year in our destination due to excellent hospitality and services. 

Finally, Visit Sarasota County has a robust network of touch points for in-destination visitors. We have visitor centers located at the Sarasota Chamber of Commerce (1945 Fruitville Rd., Sarasota, FL 34236), at Sarasota Bradenton International Airport - located at baggage claim (6000 Airport Crl., Sarasota, FL 34243), and at the Venice Chamber of Commerce (597 S Tamiami Trl., Venice, FL 34285) that are staffed by volunteers and part-time staff. You can find our Visitor Information Vehicle at events in the area and popular visitor locations throughout the county. Finally, our brochures and visitor guides are stocked at local chambers of commerce throughout the county and volunteers at those locations are often onsite to assist visitors as needed. 
 
Industry footnotes
Visit Sarasota County earned its accreditation in 2010 from the Destination Marketing Accreditation Program of the Destination Marketing Association International and received its re-accreditation with distinction in 2019. 
VSC stays competitive with other destinations that have three to four times the budget by delivering more outreach and promotion with less money than our competition. Nationally, 38.8% of a tourism agency budget is allocated to overhead costs. VSC allocates 18%. Tourism agencies with a similar budget size to VSC have an average of 27.5 personnel while VSC employs 14 full-time and 3 part-time personnel.  
Visit Sarasota County maintains a strong partnership with the Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport. Find more about the latest flights to SRQ here.
Visit Sarasota County is a VISIT FLORIDA Certified Tourism Information Center.
Current Business Plan
View our current FY 2024 Scope of Services and Annual Plan which is guided by our 2020-2025 Destination Strategic Plan.  
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            Exploring the Artistic Eminence & Elegance of The Sarasota Ballet
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            A Home Run! Orioles Spring Training Weekend Guide
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            Celebrating a Century of Spring Training Baseball in Sarasota
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            Sarasota Beaches Safety Tips
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                  Sign Up for Our eNews
                
                                            
                  Stay in the know on upcoming events and the latest news in Sarasota County.
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                  Order A Visitors Guide
                
                                            
                  Discover things to do, places to see, where to eat, shop, play and stay in Sarasota County!
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                  Unlock the Beach Pass
                
                                            
                  As you explore area beaches, unlock the Beach Pass to earn exclusive prizes!
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